
















Ventral foramen magnum meningiomas

in all but one case in which near-total or subtotal tumor
removal was achieved), it does not seem to have influenced
the clinical outcome in our series.

Conclusions

In the majority of patients, a VFMM can be radically
removed via the transcondylar approach, with a frequent
but transient morbidity caused by lower cranial nerve def­
icits. Radical tumor removal should be attempted during
the first surgery because this is the best time to effect a
"cure." Radical removal of a recurrent tumor, although less
likely to be achieved, is also recommended, because most
patients live a relatively long, stable period in good neuro­
logical condition. Patients with progressive motor weak­
ness and a low preoperative KPS score have a poor prog­
nosis. Hence, early diagnosis and operative treatment is
recommended.
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