








ton patties along with the fibrin glue. Grafts are then intro­
duced into the "tumor-free" area (gross totally resected tu­
mor). Before closure, all contaminated drapes and towels
are replaced, and a clean set of instruments and new glo~es

are used to perform closure. We also use a clean set of lD­

struments and new gloves and drapes when harvesting fat
from the abdomen. In general, all instruments that came in
contact with the tumor are considered contaminated. If
seeding of the chordoma is diagnosed during the follow-up
period, it is treated aggressively and radically, as is any re­
currence at the primary site or metastasi~. As the resul~s

of this study suggest, no palticular surgIcal approac~ IS
predisposed to the seeding of tumor cells. Rather, surgIcal
seeding appears to be tumor implantation.

Conclusions

The seeding of a chordoma may occur along the opera­
tive route or at a distant site where tissue is harvested. The
surgical techniques used to remove chordomas should ~e

modified to prevent or minimize the risk of this complJ­
cation. If seeding occurs, early diagnosis and aggressive
surgical treatment are recommended. Because chordoma
seeding may occur in the tissues along the operative route,
consideration might be given to including this area in
the postoperative irradiation treatment if possible. Further­
more, on follow-up MR images, the operative route should
be scrutinized for possible seeding. Chordomas seem to be
able to grow on any tissue, a fact of great importance in
chordoma research.
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